
 
 
 
 
Meeting Memo 
 

To:    South Burlington Planning Commission 
From:  Sharon Murray, AICP   Front Porch Community Planning & Design 
Date:  January 18, 2017 
Re:  PUD Project, Phase II—Kickoff Meeting 

__________________________________________________________ 
 
Mark Kane from the SE Group and I are looking forward to meeting with all of you again on Tuesday, 
January 24th, to kick off Phase II of our PUD Project.  We’ll be working with you over the coming year, on 
a monthly basis, to develop proposed bylaw amendments that allow new forms of “planned 
development” in the city, as highlighted in the Phase I report. 
 
 In this meeting we hope to cover the following: 
 

 A quick review of Phase I report recommendations (attached).  The full report will be available 
for review on the city’s website.  

 An updated scope of work and schedule for Phase II (attached). 

 An initial discussion regarding Task 1—identifying associated “housekeeping” amendments 
under the current LDRs to better support planned development (starting from the ground up). 

 
As noted in report findings and recommendations, planned unit development (PUD) and master plan 
provisions under the city’s current regulations have been used largely as a “waiver” tool, to 
accommodate development that doesn’t meet the strict requirements of underlying zoning (with regard 
to setbacks, height limits, etc.).  This use predates more recent changes in state statutes (Title 24, 
Chapter 117) for dimensional waivers, subdivision regulations and planning unit development – 
including options that offer more limited flexibility under zoning, and much greater flexibility for 
planned development – as specifically established and defined under local regulations.   
 
Our first task then, scheduled through March, is to work with staff and the DRB to review the current 
LDRs in the following areas, for consistency with state statutes and to better support new forms of 
planned development: 
 

 Existing waiver provisions (throughout the regulations) for potential consolidation 
(related statutes:  24 VSA § 4414 (8) Waivers, § 4418 Subdivision Bylaws). 

 

 Master plan provisions (under Article 15), including associated purpose statements and 
standards of review – as the framework (“bones”) for all larger, phased development projects, 
including planned development (related statutes: § 4417 Planned Unit Development, § 4418 
Subdivision Bylaws).    



 Subdivision regulations (under Article 15), including purpose statements, associated DRB 
review processes and technical and design standards, which may also apply to planned 
development (related statutes: 24 VSA § 4418 Subdivision Bylaws, §4463 Subdivision Review). 
  

 Planned Unit Development provisions (under Article 15) – including related purpose 
statements and standards of review (related statute: § 4417 Planned Unit Development). 
 

 Associated technical and design standards (throughout the regulations) – including form-
based code and SEQ PUD standards that could be consolidated (e.g., street design standards), 
as more generally applied to subdivisions and planned development. 
 

 Associated development incentives (under Article 15) – especially those intended to support 
public/private partnerships in relation to defined public benefits–e.g., public access, open 
space,  workforce housing, additional density, other public amenities (related statute:  24 VSA § 
4414(14) Green Development Incentives, § 4417 Planned Unit Development). 
 

 Associated legal considerations (under Article 15) – for example, to include the city’s official 
map, capital budget and impact fee ordinance; associated bonding requirements; development 
agreements, including vested rights and the scheduling of required infrastructure 
improvements; and management associations and agreements (related statutes: 24 V.S.A. § 
4421 Official Map, § 4422 Phasing, § 4463 Subdivision Review, § 4464 Decisions and 
Conditions).  
 

This list and the statutory references noted above are mostly for our benefit – and for those of you who 
may take a special interest in this stuff.  There’s no expectation that you’ll review these before our 
meeting on Tuesday (but if you’d like, they’re available online:    
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/24/117. 
    
Only be aware that, in addition to recommendations included in the Phase I report – and in the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan – there are also governing statutes (and related case law) that provide the 
foundation and legal framework for our work ahead.  The next phase of the project – developing design 
criteria for new forms of planned development – should prove to be more engaging… 
 
Looking forward to our discussion Tuesday! 
 
Best, 
Sharon  
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